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NEW BOOKS REVIEWED 931 

In content as in structure these plays impress one as just a little super- 
ficial, a little vague and ill-digested. Compared with the work doing in 
England to-day by such men as Galsworthy, Besier, Masefield, Granville- 
Barker, they seem very rough and very slight. 

The Poems of Sir Philip Sidney. Edited with an Introduction by 
John Deinkwater. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1911. 

No edition of the older English poets has proved more valuable to the 
student than that of " The Muses's Library," compact and well printed, 
easy to hold, and scholarly in editing, it proves the perfect edition. The 
present volume of Sir Philip Sidney's poems contains a short prefatory 
note by Mr. Drinkwater explaining his aims and omissions, a good bio- 
graphical introduction, and a moderately good critical introduction. Mr. 
Drinkwater, like all editors who hold a brief for their client, protests too 
much; he pleads for the spontaneity of Sidney's sonnets. To those who are 
well acquainted with the work of the Pleiade in France, it is difficult to 
admit as much originality as the editor wishes. Sidney's sonnets , owe a 
great deal metrically to Continental influence, and the verve and vitality 
of such sonnet-writers in France as Ronsard, Desportes, Du Bellay, could 
not but affect the Astrophel and Stella sequence. Indeed, according to 
Mr. Sidney Lee, it is in Sidney's work that French influence becomes full- 
fledged. The sonnet allows a more artificial production than any other form 
in poetry, and it is difficult to grant to these sonnets the Are and inspiration 
that their editor demands. No one conversant with English poetry would 
question the beauty of the opening lines of sonnet XXXI: 

"With how sad steps, oh moon, thou climbest the skies, 
How silently and with how wan a face." 

These lines are as beautiful as Shelley's : 

"And like a dying lady lean and pale, 
Who totters forth, wrapped in a gauzy veil," etc. 

The sonnets XXVIII and XXIX, " To Sleeplessness," again bear marks of 
inward inspiration; and sonnet CX is, of course, one of the great sonnets 
of the English language and must undoubtedly have inspired Drummond's 
song: 

" leave that love that reaches but to dust." 

" The Arcadian " is not given entire in the small volume, but the extracts 
made from it are in the main excellent. The beautiful passage beginning: 

"My sheep are thoughts which I both guide and serve" 

is given entire, and also the well-known song: 

" My true love hath my heart and I have his." 



Selections from the Poetical Works of Algernon Charles Swin- 
burne. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1911. 

The present little volume of selections, originally published by Chatto 
& Windus in London, is said to have been practically made by Mr. Swin- 
burne himself. It contains forty-two poems — principally nature-poems — 



